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Authority

Authority can most simply be defined as
‘legitimate power’. Whereas power is the ability to
influence the behavior of others, authority is the
right to do so. Authority is therefore based on an
acknowledged duty to obey rather than on any form
of coercion or manipulation. In this sense,
authority is power cloaked in legitimacy or
rightfulness. Weber distinguished between three
kinds of authority, based on the different grounds
upon which obedience can be established:
traditional authority is rooted in history;
charismatic authority system from personality;
and legal-rational authority is grounded in a set of
impersonal rules. (Andrew Heywood, Politics, 3rd

ed. Palgrave Macmillan, 2007)

Power
Power, in its broadest sense, is the ability to

achieve a desired outcome, and it is sometimes
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referred to in terms of the ‘power to’ do something.
This includes everything from the ability to keep
oneself alive to the ability of government to
promote economic growth. In politics, however,
power is usually thought of as a relationship: that
is, as the ability to influence the behavior of others
in a manner not of their choosing. It is referred to
in terms of having ‘power over’ people. More
narrowly, power may be associated with the ability
to punish or reward, bringing it close to force or
manipulation, in contrast to ‘influence’, which also
encompasses rational persuasion.

(Andrew Heywood, Politics, 3rd ed. Palgrave
Macmillan, 2007)

de facto / de jure (Latin, of fact / of right)

The contrast between a matter of fact and one
of right. For example, the de fact authority of
brigand over his followers is contrasted with de
jure authority of a constitution or sovereign. A
central problem of the philosophy of law is to
discover which kinds of fact account for the
emergence of de jure authority.

(The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, 274
edition revised, 2008)

State: A distinct set of political institutions

whose specific concern 1s with the
organization of domination, in the name of
the common interests, within a delimited
territory.
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